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At Birchip’s Australia Day Ceremony...
Guest Speaker Inspires

The Australia Day Awards Ceremony in Birchip was a heartfelt 
celebration of community spirit, unity, and Australian values, with 
Senior Constable Will Ringin delivering an inspiring address as the 
event’s guest speaker.

Constable Ringin, who has 
served the Victorian commu-
nity as a police officer for the 
past six years, opened his 
speech by expressing his grat-
itude to the community forum 
for the opportunity to speak. 
“It’s my honour and privilege 
to be here on behalf of all Po-
lice members within the 
shire,” he said. 

Reflecting on his journey, 
Constable Ringin said he 
joined Victoria Police at just 
19 years of age, drawn by the 
diversity of the career and a 
strong desire to help those in 
need.  

His early years saw him 
stationed in Warrnambool, 
where he spent five years, in-
cluding a valuable stint in the 
local drug tasking unit.  

“Drug crime directly cor-
relates to almost every form 
of criminal activity in Victo-
ria,” he noted, emphasizing 
the importance of community 
awareness and reporting sus-
picious behaviour.  

“The challenges that face 
police in the Buloke Shire are 
unique,” he stated, describing 
the vast geographical areas 
covered by officers who often 
work alone.  

Despite these challenges, 
Constable Ringin praised the 
invaluable contributions of 
volunteer organizations such 
as the CFA and SES.  

“Frankly, I don’t know 
what we would do without our 
volunteers,” he said, extending 
his gratitude to all those who 
assist in times of need. 

Constable Ringin high-
lighted the distinctive role of 
single-member police sta-
tions, emphasizing that those 
who serve in these positions 
must be deeply embedded in 
their communities.  

“To work in these areas, 
you can’t just work for your 
community, you need to be a 
part of your community,” he 
stressed, underscoring the im-
portance of fairness, firmness, 
and genuine care. 

Constable Ringin said: “A 
big portion of my current role 
is centred around educating 
locals on the correct channels 
to report suspicious behaviour 
which could be linked with 
drug offending. Often it is the 
community who break drug 
cases open for police, and in-
formation you have may be 
the link that police are look-
ing. To put it simply, if you 
see something – say some-
thing.” 

Challenging Role 
In 2023, Constable Ringin 

and his fiancée, Eliza, wel-
comed their son, Artie, 
prompting their move to 
Northern Victoria to be closer 
to family. This transition led 
him to the Buloke Shire, 
where he took on the unique 
and challenging role of “re-
liever” for single-member po-
lice stations across towns 
including Culgoa, Sea Lake, 
Wycheproof, Charlton, and 
Birchip. 

•  Eliza Kervin, Artie Ringin, Senior Constable Will Ringin

• Cargill Community Cropping Program representatives Colin Hill, Andrew Lee and Andy Barber,  Cemetery Trust 
members, Angela Liston and Grant Cartwright and caretaker Darren Taylor

Cargill Keeps  
Contributing

Once again, the “Cargill Cares Cropping 
for the Birchip Community” program has 
come to the rescue of the Birchip Cemetery 
Trust. 

The Birchip Cemetery 
Trust’s ride on mower was 
costing the trust an excessive 
amount in repairs, but replac-
ing these big-ticket items is 
difficult for the trust. Fortu-
nately though, the “Cargill 
Cares Cropping for the 
Birchip Community” project 
generously provided the 
$4776 required to replace the 
old mower with a brand new 
mower from YBS. 

This donation is further to 
a donation of $18,000 to-
wards the trust’s 2023 project 
to install concrete plinths in 
all six rows of lawn cemetery  
to rehouse the plaques that 
used to sit precariously on in-
dividual concrete blocks or 
directly on the lawn. 

The Birchip Cemetery 
Trust members extend their 
heartfelt thanks to Colin Hill, 
site manager at Birchip 
Cargill, and Andrew Lee and 
Andrew Barber who gener-
ously give their time, exper-
tise and machinery to manage 
the local Cargill Cares Crop-
ping program. 

Support 
 “Cargill Cares Cropping 

for the Birchip Community” 
has supported a large number 
of projects in the local area 
and continues to do so.  

Chairman of the Birchip 
Cemetery Trust Grant 
Cartwright, said: “Cargill’s 
commitment to improving the 
communities where they are 
located is tremendous and we 
are very grateful for their do-
nations.” 

Grant, caretaker Darren 
Taylor, trust members and 
community volunteers have 
contributed a large amount of 
manpower to get the ceme-
tery looking pristine and do-
nations like this help 
enormously in their endeav-
our to preserve our history 
and provide a fitting memo-
rial site for past community 
members and your loved 
ones.  

Having well-maintained 
facilities and headstones and 
a pleasant aesthetic environ-
ment is very important to 
local families and the large 

number of cemetery visitors 
who regularly visit loved 
ones or research their family 
history. 

Diligent 
The Birchip Cemetery 

Trust has been diligent in pre-
serving the records of those 
interred in Birchip. They have 
digitalised their interment 
records and made them avail-
able on the Birchip web page 
(www.birchip.vic.au). Under 
the cemetery records tab there 

are interment records, pho-
tographs of the respective 
headstones and where they 
have been supplied, eulogies 
or a short history of those in-
terred.  

 
Families can provide the 

Birchip Neighbourhood 
House with photographs, eu-
logies (digital) and interesting 
information (e.g. newspaper 
articles) to be attached to in-
terment records. For more in-

Cemetery Trust, at the 
Birchip Neighbourhood 
House 0429 922735. 

The Cargill Cares “Crop-
ping for the Birchip Commu-
nity” program are very 
generous benefactors of the 
local community, and the 
Birchip Cemetery Trust is 
very grateful for their finan-
cial contribution which has 
supported them to continue 
improving the Birchip Ceme-
tery and its records. 

formation, please contact Si-
mone on 0429 922 735 or 
email birchipblc@bigpond.com 

Families can also add, 
renew or recondition their 
plaques and headstones at any 
time, but it is a legal require-
ment to obtain permission to 
install new or make changes 
to old headstones/plaques in a 
cemetery or crematorium.  
Permission can be gained by 
contacting Simone Christie 
administrator of the Birchip 

Speaking about Birchip, 
where he and his family have 
lived for nearly a year, he re-
flected on the warm welcome 
they received.  

“This community is spe-
cial, and you only have to 
walk down Cumming Avenue 
to experience the warmth its 
people provide from day to 
day.” 

Significance 
On the significance of 

Australia Day, Constable 

Ringin spoke of the values 
that define Australian identity; 
mateship, inclusion, fair play, 
respect, compassion, and in-
tegrity.  

“These are things you can 
undoubtedly experience in 
Birchip every day,” he said. 

In closing, he thanked the 
community for their support 
and encouraged residents to 
reach out to their local police 
whenever needed. “No matter 
the inquiry, the doors to the 

Birchip Police Station will al-
ways be open to any person 
who needs police or even 
maybe just a chat.” 

The audience responded 
with warm applause, appreci-
ating the commitment and 
dedication of local law en-
forcement officers. The event 
was a fitting tribute to the 
strength and resilience of the 
Birchip community, high-
lighting the true spirit of Aus-
tralia Day. 
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When you purchase a 
product at your local IGA 
with the IGA Community 
Chest logo printed on the 
label, a percentage is automat-
ically credited to the store’s 
IGA Community Chest fund, 
and during IGA Community 
Chest catalogue promotion 
weeks, all products in the cat-
alogue bearing the special 
IGA Community Chest logo 
also contribute to the Chest. 

Every November, local 
stores select an activity or an 
organisation to be the recipi-
ent of the money in their local 
Community Chest as IGA’s 
way of giving back to the 
local communities who sup-
port them. 

“We are very proud to sup-
port the Birchip RSL’s goal to 
revitalise the seating and 
lighting facilities at our 
Birchip cenotaph,” said Har-
rison. 

Cenotaph Makeover 
The Birchip RSL sub-

branch members are working 
hard to procure funds to 
makeover the Birchip Ceno-
taph located at the entrance of 
Birchip Memorial Park and 
have also gratefully received 
funds from the “Cargill Cares 
Cropping for the Birchip 
Community” program.  

In coming weeks, they will 
be replacing the cement 
around the cenotaph and have 
plans to add cement box seat-
ing and lighting to the ceno-
taph, solider statue and lone 
pine tree. Their ambitious 
plans to rejuvenate the area 
and preserve the community’s 
history includes adding back-
lit story boards, sharing the 
stories of some of our own 
war veterans.  

Aesthetics 
These works are designed 

to improve the aesthetics of 

the local memorial, fix the oc-
cupational health and safety 
concerns and the lack of ac-
cess and seating, particularly 
for community members and 
visitors who have limited mo-
bility.  Adding permanent and 
accessible seating will also 
provide locals and visitors a 
chance to sit and reflect on 
our district’s service history. 

The Birchip Cenotaph pro-
ject is going to be a staged 
project, with each stage com-
pleted as funding becomes 
available.  

The committee is to be 
congratulated on its endeav-
ours to rejuvenate our memo-
rial sites for locals, visitors 
and future generations, as are 
the organisations like Birchip 
IGA and Birchip Cargill’s 
“Cropping for Communities 
project” which have commit-
ted funding to ensure their ef-
forts are materialised.  

Community Chest Benefits  
Birchip Cenotaph Makeover

The IGA Community Chest has been operating for the past 7 years, 
and the Birchip RSL sub-branch has been selected by local owners Har-
rison Nguyen, Jimmy Doan and Billy Bui to be the beneficiary of the 
$892 raised in 2024 at the Birchip store.

•  Shane McLoughlan (president Birchip RSL), Judy Living, Harrison Nguye, Noeline Hogan 
(secretary Birchip RSL), at the Birchip Cenotaph.

• Custom-made chair by “Take a Seat with Lara”.

Variety at Donald Shared Shop
New resident to Donald, Lara Dormain has joined the shared shop with 

her business, “Take a seat with Lara”. 

created from timber and 
pressed metal, handmade fur-
niture plus vintage wares and 
wicker baskets.  

Kez Duncan, trading as 
Ask for Art, offers screen 
printed Donald merchandise 
including tea towels, handker-
chiefs, cushion covers and 
shopping bags. There is also a 
selection of postcards featur-
ing Donald attractions.  Kez 
also has original artwork and 
painted handsaws for sale. 

Brenden Murphy of 1 Mile 
to Go Photography has a 
small selection of his beauti-
ful photography on display. 
Brenden’s images capture 
Donald and surrounding 
countryside in spectacular 
colour and aerial views. 

The shop has also estab-
lished Basset’s Office, an al-
ternative and affordable work 
station in a discreet and con-
fidential setting in the “heart” 
of the shop: it is the original 
Basset building office! 

Basset’s building hosts the 
shared shops and is the result 
from months of hard work 
with Pat Timmons from Rural 
Business & Community and 
FRRR’s  “Helping Regional 
Communities Prepare for 
Drought” funding. Rural 
Business & Community is 
also working to establish a 
small Shared Shop Trail in the 
north west – in the shadows of 
the excellent Silo Art Trail.   

There are more traders 
who have joined in, who shall 
look forward to sharing and 
promoting their business and 
products in another “Buloke 
Times” edition. Stay tuned, 
but if you can’t wait, head 
into the Donald Shared Shop 
and take the time to look 
around and see the variety of 
goods available. 

room for others, she is still 
providing comfortable cloth-
ing and a vast range of jew-
ellery, beads and specialty 
soaps. 

Deb Arnel is another new 
arrival to Donald who also 
shares the space in Bassets 
building. Benson’s Bowties 
and Bandanas has many 
handmade accessories for 
your pet dog.  There are dif-
ferent sized walking har-
nesses, jackets, collars as well 
as food bowls and treat bags. 
Deb also produces custom 
made coffee cups and wine 
glasses, amid novelty gifts 
and vintage signs. 

Also participating in the 
share shop is local “Snowy” 
Landwehr, who has a beauti-
ful display of hand crafted 
wreaths, amazing bird houses 

Lara creates custom made 
art noveau designer chairs. 
Her range includes Mad Hat-
ter, Alice in Wonderland, Pi-
rates of the Caribbean and 
Marilyn Monroe. Lara also 
rejuvenates tables and other 
furniture, turning them into 
fascinating art decoupage 
show pieces.   

Donald Shared Shop has 
been operating for six months 
and there are now 14 different 
businesses residing in Bas-
set’s building. Each one 
brings a unique style and 
range of products that add to 
the quirky atmosphere that the 
shop promotes.   

Bev’s Baubles jewellery 
and clothing continues to op-
erate alongside the other 
traders. Whilst Bev con-
densed her stock to allow 

Oscar Contender 
“Conclave” at Rex  

Eight Oscar nominations, including Best Picture and Best Actor, 
have the movie “Conclave” in the race for film honours at this year’s 
Academy Awards, with The Rex screening the political thriller (directed 
by Edward Berger) this coming weekend.

Based on the 2016 novel 
by Robert Harris, “Conclave” 
tells the story of Cardinal 
Thomas Lawrence, who has 
the task of participating in the 
selection of a new Pope. Sur-
rounded by powerful religious 
leaders in the halls of the Vat-
ican, he soon uncovers a trail 
of deep secrets that could 
shake the very foundation of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

 
Without the high-powered 

CGI and loud action beloved 
by many of the franchised ac-
tion-hero movies, a film about 
the election of a Pope may not 
seem like much of a crowd-
puller. However, with a 
thriller storyline which ups 
the tension and intrigue, the 
film has captured a slew of 
award nominations in addi-
tion to the 8  Oscars nods. 
Nominated for another 12 
BAFTAS (British Academy 
of Film Awards) and 6 Golden 
Globes for both the acting and 
production values, “Con-
clave” has captured the imag-
ination of both the critics and 
public alike. 

 
With the film starring 

Ralph Fiennes, Stanley Tucci, 
John Lithgow and Isabella 
Rossellini, audience review-
ers have praised a range of 
factors which have resonated 
with contemporary crowds. 
These include depicting the 
Cardinals as modern-day men  
seen smoking, arguing, and 
scrolling on their phones, re-
vealing to the lust for power 
and behind-the-scenes wheel-
ing and dealing, along with 

the visually stunning cine-
matography. “Riveting”, “sus-
penseful”, “gorgeous and 
evocative” are just some of 
the plaudits this drama / 
thriller has received. 

 
While not filmed in the Vat-

ican, the re-creation of the 
world-famous Sistine Chapel 
against which the drama un-
folds took just 10 weeks to re-
construct at Rome’s Cinecitta 
studios. The end result is an 

amazing replica, which emu-
lates the original in every detail. 

Don’t miss the opportunity 
to see this Oscar contender 
(tickets are just $12) and be in 
the know for when the 
Academy Award winners are 
announced on March 3. 

“Conclave” (PG 120 
minutes) screens at The Rex – 
Saturday, February 8, 8 p.m. | 
Sunday, February 9, 2 p.m. | 
Tuesday, February 11, 8 p.m..   

bring you
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Welcome to New Students and Teachers 
[From Charlton College] 

On the first day of Foundation, new friendships are made, adventures begin, and the love 
of learning takes root! Charlton College wishes them all the very best on their first year of 
schooling.

• Left to right: Megan Godkin-Briggs, Ebony Start, Declan Ryan and Claire Smith.

• Their first year of schooling. Left to right: Olive McGurk, Leo Stahl, Lailah Teggatz, Harry Cossar, Tully Van Boven, Charlie 
Lane, Matilda Leslie and Chloe Watts.

Megan Godkin-Briggs has relocated from Melbourne and 
is 6 months away from finishing her teaching degree. Megan 
will be working with students in both Primary and Secondary 
classrooms as a Teacher Aide. 

 Ebony Start is a very familiar face to us at the College as 
last year she was one of our Year 12 students! Ebony is using 
her first year out of school to assist our students as a Teacher 
Aide. They will be able to follow her example of being an 
excellent student. 

Declan Ryan is one of our new teachers, after relocating 
from Queensland, and is a big fan of the Richmond Football 
Club. Declan will be working over both Primary and Secondary 
areas teaching Maths, Science and PE. 

Claire Smith is another new teacher who has also relocated 
from Queensland – excited to live the country life! Clair will 
be teaching our Secondary students English, VM Literacy and 
Accounting. 

We look forward to working with them! 

Letter to 
the Editor

World’s Greatest Shave  
(The Editor, “The Times”) 

Dear Editor.–   

The Leukaemia Founda-
tion’s much-loved national 
fundraising campaign, the 
World’s Greatest Shave, is 
back for its 27th year encour-
aging people to shave, cut or 
colour their hair to raise criti-
cal funds for the 150,000 Aus-
tralians living with blood 
cancer. 

 
As the Leukaemia Founda-

tion’s biggest fundraising 
event of the year, our call for 
participation in the World’s 
Greatest Shave has never 
been more urgent, with new 
data revealing blood cancer is 
on track to become Australia’s 
most common and deadly 
cancer within a decade – un-
less we act now. 

 
What we know is that 

while the incidence of blood 
cancer in Australia has soared 
by 79 per cent in the past 20 
years, in that time only 12 per 
cent of blood cancer research 
funding has been directed to-
wards early detection and pre-
vention of the disease – 
proportionally well below that 
of other leading cancers. 

It means that while blood 
cancer research to date has 
made significant strides to-
wards improving treatment 
and care options for patients 
and their families, unfortu-
nately, the critical issues of 
prevention and early detection 
of the disease remain un-
solved. 

 
It might surprise readers to 

learn that blood cancer is the 
second leading cause of cancer 

deaths in Australia. And yet, 
you cannot prevent blood can-
cer, nor can you screen for it 
or make lifestyle changes to 
reduce your risk of being di-
agnosed – it’s Australia’s 
silent and hidden cancer cri-
sis. 

 
With around 1 in 12 Aus-

tralians projected to receive a 
blood cancer diagnosis in 
their lifetime, it is essential, 
now more than ever, that Aus-
tralia invests more funding 
into blood cancer research fo-
cused on early detection and 
prevention, while continuing 
to bolster support services for 
patients and their loved ones. 

 
Everyday Australians, like 

you and me, can do their part 
by signing up to the World’s 
Greatest Shave to shave, cut 
or colour their hair to support 
the growing number of people 
living with blood cancer. 

 
The Leukaemia Founda-

tion has a bold goal of raising 
$12 million through the cam-
paign and we cannot do it 
alone. Every strand of hair 
you change will help make a 
difference in the lives of Aus-
tralians impacted by this dis-
ease and hopefully, one day, 
find a cure. 

 
We urge the Australian 

community to sign up, or 
donate directly, to the World’s 
Greatest Shave today by visit-
ing worldsgreatestshave.com 
or calling 1800 500 088.  

 
Yours sincerely, 

Chris Tanti 

CEO, Leukaemia Founda-
tion

Water Corporations Stand Together
Rural water corporations across Victoria have united in standing against workplace aggression. 

Goulburn-Murray Water 
(GMW), Lower Murray Water 
(LMW), Southern Rural Water 
(SRW) and Grampians Wim-
mera Mallee Water (GWMWa-
ter) are all reinforcing that their 
people are there to support cus-
tomers and community mem-
bers, but have a zero-tolerance 
approach to aggression to-
wards their team members.  

The water corporations 
have staff in various roles 
who interact with customers, 
from those out in the field 
conducting maintenance on 
water delivery assets or doing 
meter reads, to those in the 

contact centres helping an-
swer customers’ queries.  

GMW Distributions Ser-
vices manager Greg Shannon 
said staff were there to assist 
customers and had the right to 
a safe workspace.  

“Whether an employee is 
on someone’s property to re-
solve a maintenance issue, or 
is talking to a customer on the 
phone, they are there to help,” 
he said.  

“We understand some cus-
tomers are currently in stress-
ful situations due to the dry 
weather, but threats and abuse 
are never acceptable.”  

Out-of-Hours 
Rural water corporation 

staff occasionally have to con-
duct out-of-hours mainte-
nance on certain assets, such 
as meters and flume gates. 
These assets are often on pri-
vate property, and while the 
water corporation will always 
try to notify landholders in 
advance, contacting them 
may not always be possible. 
Staff will always wear uni-
forms and have identification 
on them.  

LMW Manager, Strategy 
and Communication Owen 
Russell, asked customers to 

be understanding in these sit-
uations.  

“We expect our staff to al-
ways treat customers and each 
other with courtesy and re-
spect, and in return we ask 
that customers treat our staff 
in the same way.”  

SRW Acting General 
Manager, Service Delivery 
Desiree Craig said safety of 
the water corporation’s people 
was vital and they needed 
customers’ support to ensure 
their team members remained 
safe at work.  

“We take workplace safety 
seriously, and strive to ensure 

that all team members go 
home safely,” she said. “No 
employee should have to ex-
perience workplace aggres-
sion. It not only impacts their 
work but can be deeply dam-
aging on a personal level.” 

GWMWater Executive 
Manager Customer and Em-
ployee Experience, Adele 
Rohde, said the organisation 
understood the impacts of 
cost-of-living pressures. 

“GWMWater has recently 
been more proactive in our ap-
proach to supporting cus-
tomers to pay their bills. We 
have dedicated resources to as-
sist customers to access utility 

relief and hardship grants,” 
she said. 

“Our staff are here to help 
and we appreciate mutually re-
spectful conversations with 
our customers, whether that is 
over the phone or in person.” 

There is a range of support 
options available to irrigators 
that can be found on Agricul-
ture Victoria’s website: 
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/
farm-management/dry-sea-
sons-and-drought-support/dry-
season-support 

People can also contact 
their local water corporation to 
discuss financial hardship 
plans or how they can alter 
their entitlements. 

Thankfully, just over an hour later, the power was back on.  

At the time of print, an outage at Narraport was under in-
vestigation. 

Power Outage 
in Donald

Notifications of a power outage started to 
arrive around 2.28 a.m. from Powercor, with a 
projected restoration time of 6.30 a.m.. 
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“Times” Classifieds 
Phone Donald 5497 1222, Birchip 5492 2735  Email admin@buloketimes.com 

Deadlines:—  

Tuesday’s Issue: Classified advertisements (single column), 10 a.m. Monday. Display advertisements (2 or more columns), 3 p.m.  

Friday prior.   

Friday’s Issue: Classified advertisements (single column), 10 a.m. Thursday. Display advertisements (2 or more columns), 3 p.m. 

Wednesday prior.

Printed and published for the proprietors 
by Robin Letts, at the office of “The Buloke 
Times”, 6 McCulloch Street, Donald. 

 

70 Woods Street, Donald — 5497 1211 

OUTFITTING MEN SINCE 1959

For Promotions, Specials and  
Competitions,      us on Facebook

Just ring or email mensland@iinet.net.au and we will deliver your order.

Marlly
ST JOSEPH’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, CHARLTON

AMAZING 
MEN’S & BOYS’  
T-SHIRTS

BLACKWOOD 

SILENT THEORY
COUNTRY ROAD 

ELLESSE 
SAINT G

NEW RANGE OF UNIT

Priced from $39.99 to $90.00 SPECIAL Plain Work Shirts $14.95

If you know someone celebrating a special anniversary, let us know at 

Donald Newsagency & Emporium 
For all your Greeting Cards, Wraps, Ribbons and Stationery needs. 

37 Woods Street, Donald. ’Phone 54971510. 

Dob in a friend 

If you know someone celebrating 

a birthday, or wedding anniversary 

or some other special occasion, let 

us know and we’ll let the world know! 

• February 4, Allison Cashin 

• Feb. 5, Tom Baird 

• Feb. 5, Bronte Campbell 

• Feb. 7, David Letts 

• Feb. 8, Chief 

• Feb. 9, Jhak Burke 

• Feb. 10, Allesha Connell  

 
 

30­34 High St. Charlton 
03 5491 2333 
boxoffice@rextheatre.org.au 
rextheatre.org.au

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 8, 7PM, $60 PP,  
DINNER OF YOUR ITALIAN DREAMS AND SPRITZ  

ON ARRIVAL THEN DRINKS AT BAR PRICES,  
COME FOR THE FOOD, STAY FOR LA DOLCE VITA.

BIRCHIP TENNIS CLUB

BUY TICKETS ASAP WITH BEN SAMUEL 0413 404 128 

OR FIONA BEST 0427 922 786

 

 DONALD 
EMPLOYMENT POSITION 

Goodwin Village operates a 38 bed residential 
aged care facility. 25 retirement living units and 
has 7 community care clients.  
 

FOOD & DOMESTIC   
(full or part-time 24 to 38 hours per week) 

 
There is a position for a full or part-time food & 
domestic services assistant. The position involves 
working as a cleaner, and the kitchen in our  
residential care building.    
 
Further information about the position including 
position description is available from the Chief  
Executive Officer. 
 

Key Selection Criteria 
The position requires applicants to have the follow-
ing attributes:  

• Reliable, with a good work ethic, with a focus to 
meet the care needs of all individual Goodwin 
Village consumers.   

• an empathy for elderly people,  
• an ability to work individually, in a team  

environment,    
• a commitment to assist with the continuous  

improvement of Goodwin Village processes. 
  

Applications for the positions must be made in 
writing by 5 p.m., Friday, February 14, 2025. 

Goodwin Village,  
22 Camp Street, Donald,  
Telephone: 5497 1304 Facsimile: 5497 1769. 
Email: ahogan@goodwinagedcare.org.au 

Anthony Hogan, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Office:    03 5494 3120 
     Mike:     0408 316 394 
     Brendan: 0427 794 479 
     Nathan:   0409 525 805 

       For all Earthmoving works including: 

 Shed pads, sheep yards, house pads 
 Dam construction and fill in, channel fill in 
 Driveways and roads 
 Supply and Delivery of gravel, sands and quarry materials. 

R. & L. DOUGLAS EARTHMOVING

BULLDOZER WORKING  

IN THE DONALD AREA  
• Filling in dams channels 
• Digging new dams  
• Shed pads  
• Farm clean ups.

For all your earthmoving needs  

CALL ROSS 0447 883 111 

WANTED  
ROOM TO RENT 

17 y.o. female looking to 
rent, board or share house 
in Donald. Working locally. 
Ph. 0439 166 560. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––

SOLICITOR 
116 Napier Street,  

St. Arnaud 
Experienced practical 

 advice in plain English 
Appointments also  

available in Charlton,  
Donald and Wycheproof 

Ph. 5495 2595 
Karen@klp.net.au

DEATH 
COATS.–  

John Vincent 
The Captain and members 
of the Jeffcott Fire Brigade, 
regret the passing of John, 
a long-serving member, 
and offer their deepest 
sympathy to his family. 

Live-Alones’ 
Luncheon 

Tuesday, Feb. 11 
12 noon 

HARVEST CAFÉ 
RSVP: Call Harvest on  
0447 235 482 or drop  

in to reserve your place.

MEETING 
Monday, February 10 

ALL WELCOME  
7.30 p.m. 
Speaker:  

D. McAllister -  
Regenerative Agriculture

FURTHER INFO: 0427 976 208

DONALD HISTORY 
SOCIETY INC.

Enjoyment & Employment — 
Have Both, Shop in Your 

Own Town!



Michaels of Donald
13-15 McCulloch St, DONALD Ph. 54971203 LMCT 6873

MY 2024.50 Ranger Wildtrack Dual Cab Pick-up, Aluminium,  
Leather Seats, ARB Bull Bar, Boss Tray, Air Bags  
 
 

MY 2024 Everest Trend 2.0Ltr Bi-Turbo, 4x4,Towing Pack,  
18Inch A/T Tyres, Arctic White  
 
 

MY 2024.50 Ranger Dual Cab, Sport, 3.0Ltr V6 Diesel, 10 Spd Auto 4x4,  
Arctic White, Sport Embossed Seats, Flexible Rack System 
$3000 gift card or discount on advertised Ranger Utes 
 

MY 2024.50 Ranger Dual Cab, XLT, 2.0Ltr Bi-turbo Diesel, 10 Spd Auto 4x4,  
Aluminium, Premium Cloth Seat Trim, Touring Pack 
$3000 gift card or discount on advertised Ranger Utes 
 

MY 2024.50 Ranger Dual Cab Raptor 3.0Ltr V6 Petrol, 10 Spd Auto 4x4, Arctic  
White, Raptor Embossed Leather Seats, Power Roll Shutter 
$3000 gift card or discount on advertised Ranger Utes 
 
2023 F-150 Double Cab (crew cab) Lariat Series, 3.5Ltr V6 Petrol, 10 Spd SWB 
                                 NOVEMBER END OF YEAR RUNOUT   
 

My 2024.50 Transit Custom Trend  
              2.0L Diesel, 8spd, Automatic, Frozen White/BlackOnyxc, Load Area Protection Kit

$94,700 Drive Away  
 
 
$70,490 Drive Away 
 
 
 
$76,000 Drive Away 
 
 
 
$65,900 Drive Away 
 
 
 
$97,500 Drive Away 
 
 
 $132,000 Drive Away 

  
 
$59,200 Drive Away 

Please call  
Duane Johns 0434 566 830 or  
Tye Sibley 0409 286 614 for further information

7 YEARS ROADSIDE  
ASSIST & CAP PRICE SERVICING

ABN Discount Prices

2024.5  
END OF YEAR 
CLEARANCE SOLD
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Potholes Galore, but....

Where’s the  
Money Going?

 The Allan Labor Government is presiding 
over a disastrous deterioration in the state of 
Victoria’s roads but can’t tell Victorians where 
it is spending road maintenance money.

In answers to questions on 
notice from the Leader of The 
Nationals and Shadow Minis-
ter for Roads and Road 
Safety, Danny O’Brien, the 
government was unable – or 
unwilling – to say how much 
money is being spent on 
resurfacing and rehabilitation 
works.   

In a further embarrass-
ment, the Minister for Roads 
and Road Safety, Melissa 
Horne, was also unable to 
provide answers to a series of 
other questions. 

Ms Horne could not pro-
vide any data on sealing of 
shoulders, cleaning of road-
side drains, how many con-
tracts had been issued for 
resurfacing of roads, or even 
how much money Victoria re-
ceived from the Common-
wealth for road safety 
programs.  

It comes after a 95 per cent 
reduction in total area of road 
repaired last financial year 
and on the back of significant 
cuts to the road maintenance 
budget. 

“Labor likes to put out a 
lot of spin about how much 
it’s spending on roads, but 

Victorians know the reality of 
our pothole riddled road net-
work,” said Mr O’Brien. 

“We also can see the lack 
of investment in the state of 
our roads and even Labor 
can’t now confirm where the 
money is being spent. 

“The suggestion that tax-
payer expenditure on road 
resurfacing or rehabilitation 
isn’t known is just a fallacy. 

“The government clearly 
should know what it’s spend-
ing its money on, but the fact 
is it’s embarrassed by the lack 
of investment and is doing its 
best to cover up.” 

Mr O’Brien said Premier 
Jacinta Allan and Minister 
Melissa Horne should be hon-
est with Victorians and admit 
they have been bungling road 
maintenance for years. 

“If Labor was serious 
about its claims over the in-
vestment it’s making in road 
maintenance, it would come 
clean and be honest with Vic-
torians about how they are 
spending their money. 

“Labor can’t manage 
money, can’t manage our 
roads and it’s Victorians who 
are paying the price.” 

A new two-year Single 
Employer Model (SEM) trial 
will support up to 15 full-time 
equivalent rural generalist 
trainees based in Bairnsdale, 
the Grampians and Mildura. 

Rural generalists are GPs 
who undertake extra training 
to deliver a broader range of 
services to patients in re-
gional, rural and remote parts 
of Australia. 

The trial begins in Febru-
ary 2025. 

Under the program, rural 
generalist trainees will be 

salaried employees of the Vic-
torian Government, rather 
than changing employers 
every six to 12 months with 
each new GP practice place-
ment. 

Income 
The trial will give trainees 

a guaranteed income and en-
titlements such as annual 
leave, parental leave, sick 
leave and other benefits re-
ceived by doctors working in 
hospital settings. 

Locating the SEM trial in 
Bairnsdale, the Grampians 
and Mildura will help general 

practices attract rural general-
ist trainees and increase ac-
cess to medical services for 
locals in the immediate term. 

The trial will also encour-
age trainees to build local 
connections within the com-
munity and consider a long-
term future in rural, regional 
and remote medicine. 

Existing SEM trials in 
NSW, Queensland, Tasmania 
and South Australia are re-
ceiving positive feedback 
from both GP trainees and 
general practices. 

Meeting Rural Victoria’s Needs:
Move to Win 
More Doctors

The Federal and State governments are working together to deliver 
more doctors and better care to people in rural and regional areas of 
Victoria.

Helping to Get Women 
and Girls Into Sport

The Victorian Government is supporting more women and 
girls to get involved in the sports they love with more funds for 
sporting clubs and organisations to encourage and foster female 
participation. 

Applications for this pro-
gram close at 5 p.m. AEDT, 
Wednesday, February 26, 
2025.  

For more information 
about the program, visit 
changeourgame.vic.gov.au. 

funding to 580 community 
sport and recreation clubs as 
part of the $18.8 million in-
vestment in the Office for 
Women in Sport and Recre-
ation and Change Our Game 
initiative.  

Member for Northern Vic-
toria, Jaclyn Symes, an-
nounced applications are open 
for the 2024-25 Change Our 
Game Community Activation 
Grants Program.  

The program delivers grants 
of up to $10,000 to community 
sport and recreation clubs to 
help inspire women and girls 
to take part – including new 
women’s programs, hosting a 
women’s round as well as op-
portunities for club leadership 
roles.  

Now in its eighth year, the 
Change Our Game Community 
Activation Grants Program has 
provided more than $2.9 mil-
lion towards 580 grants to 
sport and active recreation 
clubs and organisations across 
the state.  

Through the Fair Access 
Policy Roadmap, which has 
seen all Victorian councils 
and Alpine Resorts Victoria 
adopt local gender equitable 
access policies and the Com-
munity Activation Grants Pro-
gram, the Labor Government 
is helping achieve more equi-
table access and increase the 
number of women and girls 
actively taking part in sport.  

Since 2018, the Labor 
Government has invested 
more than $2.9 million in 

•  Jaclyn Symes
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Castor oil is one of the best 
emergency remedies for draw-
ing out foreign bodies from 
wounds. It will draw up to ten 
millimetres deep, thoroughly 
removing all the nasties. Use 
it as a poultice after stepping 

Lavender Oil 
Lavender oil is capable of 

many important jobs. It is a 
natural antibiotic, and antisep-
tic, which promotes healing 
and prevents scarring, and is 
especially effective for the 
treatment of burns and scalds. 

To treat bums first apply 
ice-cold water for at least ten 
minutes, then immediately put 
two drops of neat lavender oil 
directly on to the affected area. 
Next, put five drops of the neat 
oil on a dry, cold compress and 
cover the burn, repeating as 
needed. 

Tea tree oil is a powerful 
antiseptic and its anti-viral, 
anti-fungal and anti-bacterial 
properties make it useful in 
treating a whole range of first 
aid situations. Two or three 
drops of the oil in a bowl of 
warm water makes an excellent 

antiseptic wash for wounds, 
scratches, cuts and sores. It will 
also relieve the itchiness and 
irritation of mosquito stings 
and other insect bites. 

Olive Oil 
Olive oil is useful for treat-

ing ears that tend to wax up or 
discharge, or ears that ache. If 
there is an infection deep in 
the ear, you can mix a bit of 
castor oil with olive oil to add 
drawing power. Warm a little 
of the oil by putting a small jar 
of it in a pan of warm water. 
Add three drops to the affected 
ear and rub it in. Leave 
overnight, and clean with a bit 
of cotton wool the next morn-
ing. It will not only clean the 
ears but will also provide pain 
relief. For serious ear prob-
lems you should consult your 
family health practitioner.  

on a rusty nail, to draw an ab-
scess, a boil or any infection 
from any part of the body, and 
to draw out the infection of 
tick bites (including any part 
of the head that was left be-
hind) and splinters.  

Tapping Into the First Aid Benefits of Nature
The medicinal properties of essential oils and their ability to deal with a wide range of first aid 

situations makes them a useful addition to the home medicine cabinet. Because of their versatility it 
not necessary to maintain a wide selection; just the ones that you need.

• Alan Hayes 

Olive oil also acts as a 
soothing balm for all types of 
skin rashes, including those 
caused through an allergic re-
action. A small amount of the 
warmed oil can also be used to 
treat dry scalp dandruff. Sim-
ply massage well into the 
scalp and leave for about 15 
minutes, then wash out.  

Linseed Oil 
Linseed oil makes an ideal 

massage oil for treating, 
sprained, strained, twisted, 
stretched and torn ligaments. It 
will ease tight muscles liga-
ments and tone and improve 
elasticity in both tight and 
loose muscles. It is an essen-
tial sports medicine for the 
home first aid chest to treat all 

those sprained ankles and 
twisted knees that seem to be 
an inherent of growing up and 
playing sport. 

Visit Alan on the Net - 

www.itssonatural.com

Keep Abreast with  
Local Happenings! 

Don’t forget Your 
Local Newspaper 

Available from all district 
newsagents, or direct from the 

“Times” Offices, Donald or 
Birchip; or ring the Donald 

office (5497 1222) to arrange 
email or postal delivery.



Salvation Army Activity: Captain Martin (from the Nu-
murkah Corps) and Lieutenant Bray (from the Melbourne 
Training Garrison) who arrived to take up duty in the Wedder-
burn Corps a little over a fortnight ago, visited Charlton and 
held a service in High Street. It being an off night, and cool to 
boot, the attendance was very small. Breaking fresh ground, the 
officers did not, however, expect a large gathering at the initial 
venture. During their brief stay, they visited as many homes as 
possible. They propose visiting our town as often as they can, 
to hold outdoor services, and later on hope to be able to re-start 
a Corps in Charlton. Some years ago there was a Corps in ex-
istence here, and the Army at present owns a block of ground 
in High Street.  

The First Pile: The driving-in of the first pile of the new 
bridge has started. For the purpose, a “monkey”, with a drop of 
6 feet, was employed, and the blow represented a force of 
something like 20 tons. The pile, which was of reinforced con-
crete, shod with cast-iron at its lower extremity, was protected 
at the top end by a wooden shock absorber. The job of driving 
in this pile was described by the supervisor, Mr Thompson, as 
the toughest job he had encountered in his long experience. It 
took 24 blows to sink the pile 3 inches, which means that each 

of the tremendous percussions was driving it one-
eighth of an inch – a testimony to the extreme hard-
ness of the soil encountered. 

 
Capital Cars: Mr W. Hindson notifies that he 

has the Buckrabanyule, Barrakee, Woosang, Wed-
derburn, Lake Marmal, Wychitella, and surrounding 
districts agency for the cars handled by the Olympia 
Motors Co., namely the Rugby, Durant, large and 
small 6-cylinder Flint, and the English Armstrong-
Siddeley. 

 
Wheat Arrivals: Wheat is arriving at Charlton 

railway station, and the West siding, at the rate of 
fully 4000 bags per day, that being the total for the 
two places combined. This is twice as fast as was the 
case three weeks ago. 

 
Farm Changes Hands: The sale is reported of 

Mr F. Beckham’s farm of 320 acres, situated one 
mile from Charlton, to Messrs Soding Bros, at a sat-
isfactory price. 

 
Jeffcott: The news that Miss Edith Mary 

Tonkin had passed away at a private hospital at El-
sternwick, came as a severe blow. Deceased was a 
daughter of Mrs E. Tonkin, and the late Mr J. S. 
Tonkin, and had been a life-long resident of Mt Jef-
fcott, until about two years ago, when she left this 
district to reside at Ballarat, which was her home at 
the time of her death. Because of her happy and so-
ciable disposition, she was held in high esteem by 
all with whom she came in contact.  

 
St Patrick’s Day Races: Since the annual meet-

ing of the St Patrick’s Day Race Club, important de-
velopments have occurred. A deputation from 
Wooroonook waited on one of the joint honorary 
secretaries with a proposal that the amount of the St 
Patrick’s Day Handicap stake-money should be sub-
stantially increased, and a considerable sum of 
money for that object has already been guaranteed. 
There will be a special general meeting to be held at 
Dwyer’s Vale of Avoca Hotel. The officials are: Pres-
ident, Mr N. Frahm; vice-presidents, Dr W. E. Wil-
son, Messrs W. Halligan, W. Laffin and H. J. 
Jackson; joint honorary secretaries, Messrs J. Spain 
and F. Dodd; treasurer Mr P. Spain. 

The Tennis Courts: The River Club was the 
visitor to St Joseph’s Courts when the home side 
won by 12 sets to 8. Gentlemen for St Joseph’s were: 
W. Killeen, E. Arundell, P. Spencer, I. Jenkins, Rev. 
Fr O’Shannessy, D. Vickers, G. Currie, J. Dullard, 
L. Reynolds, F. Travaglia, W. Patton. River team: M. 
Heenan, G. O’Brien, J. Sait, T. Maher, P. Maher, G. 
Maher, C. Reid, A. Round, J. Wright, H. Arnall, R. 
Sait. St Joseph’s ladies: Mrs I. A. O’Donnell, Misses 
M. Bourke, M. Lazarus, M. Fanning, M. Soding, A. 
Fanning, W. Jenkins, D. Wilmot, N. Bourke. River 
Ladies: Mesdames G. O’Brien, M. Heenan, 
Reynolds, Misses E. Maher, C. Powell, D. Churchill. 
Visitors and home players were entertained to an ex-
cellent afternoon tea by the lady members of St 
Joseph’s Club. 

 

Charlton 100 Years Ago
(Information from “East Charlton Tribune”) 

•  1923 Charlton flood, pictured: the mechanics institute, bridge and war memorial in the foreground.

January 31 to February 4, 1925. 

Trash to Treasure 
One person’s Trash is another’s Treasure! 

Turn your Trash into Cash by advertising it for sale in the “Times” 
classified pages. Phone the Donald office (5497 1222), or Birchip 

(5492 2735); email advertising@buloketimes.com
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Laneways can also provide 
a useful refuge area during 
natural disasters such as 
flood, fire and drought. 

A good laneway system 
makes moving stock easier, 
for rotational grazing or rou-
tine stock management like 
drenching or shearing. 

Combining a laneway sys-
tem with a well-designed all-
weather road improves 
accessibility for feeding out 
and checking stock, or 
moving plant or equipment, 
particularly in wet years. 

Careful planning and de-
sign are needed to get the best 
out of a laneway system. 

The laneway system de-
sign should consider your op-
erational requirements and 
opportunities. Consider the 
width and turning circle of 
your equipment, space for a 
well-built road, room for a 
few rows of trees and plenty 
of room for stock. 

Making a laneway at least 
20-25m wide works well for 
most sheep and cattle proper-
ties. 

Rounding off tight corners 
in a laneway/road combina-
tion allows for travel at a con-
sistent speed around the farm. 

Adding regular gateways 
and a water supply can also 
allow the laneway to be used 
as another paddock or holding 
area, benefiting your property 
when required in emergen-
cies. 

Planning and designing a 
farm laneway can be done 
using a large air photo or 
satellite image of your farm. 

Site laneways to access as 
many paddocks as possible 
and pick a safe and reliable 
route across the farm. Where 
possible, place laneways on 
ridgelines to improve 
drainage and make road con-
struction easier. 

Laneways can also be used 
to establish shelterbelts, 
woodlots or improve biodi-
versity. Take care to select 
species that will benefit the 
land and allow space to min-
imise damage to fencing. 

Planting trees on the east 
and south side of your 

laneway will reduce waterlog-
ging in higher rainfall areas. 

For more information, visit 
the Agriculture Victoria web-
site. 

As part of the Victorian 
Government’s $13.53 million 

drought support package, 
eligible south west farmers 
can apply for on-farm drought 
infrastructure grants of up to 
$5,000. Further information, 
including how to apply at:  
ruralfinance.com.au

Living with the Land

JE virus has also been de-
tected through environmental 
surveillance in northern Vic-
toria along the Murray River, 
and in mosquitoes and feral 
pigs in New South Wales this 
summer.  

These findings indicate 
that JE virus is likely circulat-
ing in northern Victoria this 
summer.  

JE virus can cause a rare 
but potentially serious infec-
tion of the brain and is spread 
to humans through bites from 
infected mosquitoes.  

Residents and people visit-
ing northern Victoria, particu-
larly inland riverine regions 
and near the Murray River, 
are potentially at higher risk 
of infection and should take 
measures to prevent mosquito 
bites.  

Avoid mosquito bites by 
using mosquito repellent con-
taining picaridin or diethyl-
toluamide (DEET) on all 
exposed skin. Wear long, 
loose fitting clothing when 
outside, and ensure accom-
modation, including tents are 
properly fitted with mosquito 
nettings or screens.  

patible illness and notify the 
Department of Health imme-
diately of suspected cases by 
calling 1300 651 160 (24 
hours).  

Visit https://www.better-
health.vic.gov.au/japanese-
encephalitis for more 
information.

In Victoria, JE vaccine is 
available free-of-charge for 
specific groups at higher risk 
of exposure to the virus, in-
cluding eligible people in 24 
high-risk LGAs in northern 
Victoria.  

Clinicians should test for 
JE virus in patients with com-

Japanese Encephalitis

Benefits of Farm Laneways

Are Emergency Able to 
Access Your Property?

A confirmed human case of Japanese encephalitis (JE) has been iden-
tified in a resident of northern Victoria, the first case of JE in Victoria this 
mosquito season.  

Photo by Natalia Fogarty on Unsplash. 

Make sure roadside numbers are visible, vegetation around 
gates, culverts and bridges has been cleared, and gates are wide 
enough and easy to open. 

Check out the tips and templates on our website. Down-
load a copy of the Farm Fire Preparedness Toolkit at:  

https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/farm-management/emer-
gency-management/bushfires

What's On 
GRDC Herbicide Behaviour 

Workshop
A 1.5-day GRDC supported workshop for agronomists on the 

science underpinning how herbicides work and its application 
to field practice. This workshop will focus on the biological path-
ways and environmental factors that influence herbicide perfor-
mance, along with interactions that may occur when products 
are mixed and will be delivered by ICAN Senior Consultant 
Mark Congreve. 

Horsham, Horsham Golf Club, 304 Golf Course Road, 
Haven.  

Date: Thursday, February 13, 2025. 
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.. 
Register at: https://grdc.com.au/events/list/2025/02/grdc-

herbicide-behaviour-workshop-horsham

Seeder Setup Clinic
Grain growers and industry stakeholders are invited to join 

this free workshop hosted by BCG, bringing together machinery 
specialists, industry experts and researchers to discuss seeder 
setup to maximise crop establishment outcomes. Grower expe-
riences will be central to the discussion creating a peer to peer 
learning opportunity around successes and challenges ex-
perienced in crop establishment outcomes. 

Kaniva, Dyer Family Farm, 123 Rowes Road 
Kaniva. 
When: February 11, 8 a.m. until February 12, 1 p.m. 
Register at: https://grdc.com.au/events/list/2025/02/seeder-

setup-clinic-kaniva

Agriculture Victoria are urging farmers to 
ensure clear access to property in case of an 
emergency.

Farm laneways are a great way to improve farm efficiency and reduce labour requirements.

Livestock owners should 
look for signs of blue-green 
algae when inspecting farm 
dams, troughs and other water 
sources, particularly during 
the warmer months, when 
algal blooms are more likely 
to occur. 

Blue-green algae, also 
known as cyanobacteria, are 
bacteria that can multiply 
rapidly under certain condi-
tions. 

Blue-green algae are more 
likely to occur when the water 
is warm and enriched with nu-
trients like phosphorus or ni-
trogen. 

While blue-green algal 
blooms typically appear as 
green paint-like surface scum 
in water, they can also be red-
dish-purple or brown in 
colour. It can be difficult to 
tell blue-green algae from 
other less toxic algal species. 

Blue-green algae may con-
tain toxins that damage the 
liver or nervous system. 
Drinking contaminated water 
can kill livestock quickly and 

water reticulation systems, 
considering options for treat-
ing blue-green algae-affected 
water or agisting your stock 
elsewhere until your farm 
water is safe again. 

A range of useful informa-
tion such as the Blue-green 
algae: options for livestock 
drinking water factsheet is 
available at agriculture.vic. 
gov.au/bga

a number of livestock may be 
affected at the same time. 

Animals exposed to af-
fected water supplies may 
continue to die over a pro-
longed period. In milder 
cases, productivity losses may 
occur, which in dairy cattle 
may be seen as decreased 
milk yield. 

If a suspicious bloom is 
found, farmers should move 
their stock to an area on the 
property with a safe alterna-
tive water source. 

Farmers should plan for 
managing water availability 
in the event that a blue-green 
algal bloom impacts their pri-
mary livestock drinking water 
supply. 

The plan should include 
calculating how much water 
livestock would require if the 
primary water supply was un-
safe to drink and identifying 
additional alternative on-farm 
water supplies that could be 
used quickly. 

In the medium term, your 
plan could include improving 

Monitor for Blue-Green 
Algae in Stock Water

(Alison Lee, Principal Veterinary Officer – Small Ruminants) 
Livestock owners should look for signs of blue-green algae when in-

specting farm dams, troughs and other water sources, particularly during 
the warmer months, when algal blooms are more likely to occur.
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Round 10: 

“A” Grade 

St. Mary’s d. St. Arnaud 
ST. MARY’S  

C. Schmidt, lbw J. Patching  . . . . . . . . . . . 14 
N. Germano, c L. Patching b J. McCartney 41 
B. Watts, c M. Delzotto b L. Patching  . . . 37 
L. Somers, not out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96 
B. Dennes, b J. Patching  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
N. Priest, c N. Gorrie b C. Torney  . . . . . . 23 
K. Zanker, c H. Torney b K. Torney  . . . . . 2 
C. Zanker, b K. Torney  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
J. Evans, not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
Sundries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
TOTAL (for 7 wickets)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 227 
Fall of wicket: 32, 99, 107, 141, 209, 227, 227. 

Bowling: J. Patching 2/37 (8), J. McCartney 
1/52 (8), L. Patching 1/27 (8), C. Torney 1/61 
(8), M. Delzotto 0/13 (2), K. Torney 2/2 (5), G. 
Gorrie 0/6 (1). 

ST. ARNAUD 
M. Delzotto, lbw H. Nixon  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
B. Williams, lbw B. Dennes  . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
J. McCartney, b C. Schmidt  . . . . . . . . . . . 13 
J. Patching, c L. Somers b B. Watts  . . . . . 32 
N. Gorrie, c&b L. Somers . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
K. Torney, c N. Priest b B. Watts  . . . . . . . 6 
H. Torney, c&b L. Somers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
C. Crooks, c N. Priest b L. Somers . . . . . . 11 
G. Gorrie, b B. Dennes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
C. Torney, b J. Evans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
L. Patching, not out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Sundries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
TOTAL (for 10 wickets)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122 
Fall of wicket: 18, 34, 39, 74, 91, 100, 100, 104, 
118, 122. 

Bowling: B. Dennes 2/9 (6), B. Watts 2/30 
(5), H. Nixon 1/13 (3), N. Germano 0/24 (4), C. 
Schmidt 1/16 (2), L. Somers 3/28 (6), J. Evans 
1/0 (0.1).  

Birchip d. Southern Mallee 
SOUTHERN MALLEE 

L. Hateley, b R. Doran  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
J. Landrigan, c ? b J. Randall  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

J. Flavel, c W. Marks b J. Randall  . . . . . . 6 
L. Mitchell, b R. Smith  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Z. Robins, b J. Randall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
L. Weir, c W. Marks b J. Randall  . . . . . . . 1 
J. Kiem, b J. Randall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
J. Bellinger, c&b C. Lee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
J. Moore, b J. Randal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l0 
J. Cook, b R. Doran  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
S. Roberts, not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Sundries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
TOTAL (for 10 wickets)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Fall of wicket: 3, 10, 15, 15, 16, 31, 32, 32, 58, 
64. 

Bowling: J. Randall 6/19 (8), R. Doran 2/7 
(4), R. Smith 1/6 (5), C. Lee 1/17 (4), K. Hamil-
ton 0/9 (2). 

BIRCHIP 
L. Randall, c J. Landrigan b J. Flave  . . . . l0 
W. Marks, not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
C. Lee, b J. Moore  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
H. McCredden, c J. Bellinger b S. Roberts 2 
J. Paley, not out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
Sundries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
TOTAL (for 3 wickets)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 
Fall of wicket: 0, 40, 47. 

Bowling: J. Flavel 1/20 (4), J. Moore 1/18 
(4), J. Bellinger 0/5 (1), L. Mitchell 0/7 (2.1), S. 
Roberts 1/13 (2).   

Donald-Jeffcott d. Marnoo 
DONALD-JEFFCOTT 

C. Anderson, c N. Baird b B. Newton  . . . 0 
A. Schofield, b C. Reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
K. Westerland, c S. Lang b B. Newton  . . . 12 
W. Noble, c J. Duxson b Fill-in  . . . . . . . . 31 
D. Atkins, c D. Cameron b C. Reading . . . 73 
L. Jones, not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 
N. Atkins, c C. Reading b B. Newton . . . . 25 
E. Landwehr, c B. Newton b Fill-in  . . . . . 31 
J. Adams, not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Sundries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
TOTAL (for 7 wickets)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 258 
Fall of wicket: 0, 4, 16, 66, 142, 194, 257. 

Bowling: B. Newton 3/53 (8), C. Reading 
2/47 (7), J. McAllister 0/56 (8), D. Cameron 

0/4 (2), J. Duxson 0/42 (8), Fill-in 2/33 (5), J. 
Duxson 0/16 (2). 

MARNOO 
J. Duxson, c L. Jones b E. Landwehr  . . . . 7 
B. Cheesman, b D. Atkins . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
B. Newton, c D. Atkins b L. Rice  . . . . . . . 21 
C. Reading, b E. Landwehr . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
N. Baird, c L. Rice b E. Landwehr  . . . . . . 12 
Fill-in, lbw E. Landwehr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
S. Lang, b E. Landwehr  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 
Fill-in, c J. Adams b L. Rice  . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
J. McAllister, b D. Atkins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 
J. Duxson, not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
D. Cameron, c A. Schofield b C. Anderson 7 
Sundries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
TOTAL (for 10 wickets)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116 
Fall of wicket: 6, 10, 10, 24, 33, 49, 76, 82, 109, 
116. 

Bowling: D. Atkins 2/32 (8), E. Landwehr 
5/32 (8), L. Rice 2/22 (8), J. Adams 0/19 (5), W. 
Noble 0/2 (2), C. Anderson 1/8 (2.2).  

“B” Grade 
Charlton d. St. Mary’s 

CHARLTON 
P. Soulsby, c&b M. Hartnett  . . . . . . . . . . . 63 
H. Sait, c&b M. Hartnett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 
B. Sexton, not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79 
P. Sait, c A. Keys b L. Westerland  . . . . . . 35 
E. Needs, c M. Hartnett b L. Westerland  . 4 
M. Sreekala, not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 
Sundries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 
TOTAL (for 4 wickets)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 301 
Fall of wicket: 107, 130, 207, 215. 

Bowling: A. Keys 0/22 (8), L. Westerland 
2/42(7), J. Hartnett 0/71 (6), M. Hartnett 2/40 
(5), S. Smith 0/35 (6), S. Knorpp 0/22 (2), B. Le 
Guier 0/23 (1), J. Thomas 0/13 (3), J. Smith 0/22 
(2).  

ST. MARY’S 
J. Thomas, b E. Fitzpatrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
S. Smith, c E. Soulsby b P. Soulsby  . . . . . 16 
R. Adams, b E. Fitzpatrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
A. Keys, b E. Fitzpatrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
M. Hartnett, c E. Fitzpatrick b P. Soulsby 1 

G. Fernandez, lbw A. Soulsby  . . . . . . . . . 1 
L. Westerland, b P. Soulsby  . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
J. Smith, not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
J. Hartnett, b P. Sait . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
S. Knorpp, c P. Soulsby b E. Soulsby  . . . . 0 
B. Le Guier, c B. Sexton b E. Soulsby  . . . 0 
Sundries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
TOTAL (for 10 wickets)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Fall of wicket: 0, 0, 0, 17, 18, 22, 33, 39, 40, 40. 

Bowling: E. Fitzpatrick 3/5 (3), P. Sait 1/7 
(5), P. Soulsby 3/9 (4), A. Soulsby 1/12 (5), H. 
Sait 0/0 (3), E. Soulsby 2/5 (3.2).  

Southern Mallee d. Birchip  
SOUTHERN MALLEE  

D. Shannon, c ? b W. Ryan  . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 
P. Hallam, st M. Trollope b J. Emonson  . . 16 
K. Bellinger, b Fill-in  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 
C. Castleman, c ? b Fill-in  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
A. Love, not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
D. Pulham, lbw Fill-in  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
A. Decker, not out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Sundries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
TOTAL (for 5 wickets)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185 
Fall of wicket: 49, 165, 175, 183, 183. 

Bowling: Fill-in 2/32 (8), Fill-in 1/32 (8), 
J. Emonson 1/32 (8), L. Angel 0/21 (4), Fill-in 
0/42 (8), J. Knights 0/9 (2), W. Ryan 1/11 (2).  

BIRCHIP 
M. Trollope, c C. Castleman b K. Bellinger 43 
Fill-in, c A. Decker b A. Madhu  . . . . . . . . 37 
Fill-in, c&b K. Bellinger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
J. Knights, st D. Pulham b K. Bellinger  . . 13 
Fill-in, c A. Love b K. Bellinger . . . . . . . . 2 
J. Emonson, c D. Shannon b C. Castleman 3 
Fill-in, c C. Castleman b F. Shannon  . . . . 3 
W. Ryan, b C. Decker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
J. Coffey, c A. Love b F. Shannon  . . . . . . 0 
L. Angel, c C. Castleman b A. Decker  . . . 4 
R. Ryan, not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
Sundries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
TOTAL (for 10 wickets)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 138 
Fall of wicket: 81, 93, 104, 108, 118, 125, 128, 
128, 138, 138. 

Bowling: A. Love 0/22 (4), C. Castleman 
1/28 (8), K. Bellinger 4/40 (8), A. Madhu 1/31 
(4), F. Shannon 2/6 (2), A. Decker 1/5 (3), C. 
Decker 1/1 (1.1).  

Donald-Jeffcott d. Watchem 
DONALD-JEFFCOTT 

J. Tellefson,  c & b D. Tatarskyj  . . . . . . . . 25 
S. Postlethwaite, run out D. Borden  . . . . . 74 
A. Bayles, c D. Slater b A. Dean  . . . . . . . 62 
R. Bath, c T. Colbert b A. Dean  . . . . . . . . 47 
T. Reekie, b T. Colbert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
A. Tatchell, c R. Hogan b S. Lowry  . . . . . 38 
K. Green, c D. Slaterb A. Dean  . . . . . . . . 0 
J. Needs,  b A. Dean  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
J. Donnellon, b A. Dean  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
B. Griffiths, lbw A. Dean  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
N. Nanayakkara, b A. Dean  . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
Sundries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 
TOTAL (for 10 wickets)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 284 
Fall of wicket: 100, 109, 216, 236, 246, 260, 
260, 260, 284. 

Bowling: A. Dean 6/40 (8), C. Boyle 0/50 
(8), T. Colbert 1/81 (6), D. Tatarskyj 1/47 (8), 
J. Borden 0/49 (8), S. Lowry 1/5 (0.5). 

WATCHEM 
T. Colbert, c J. Tellefson b R. Bath . . . . . . 71 
D. Tatarskyj, c J. Donnellon b B. Griffiths 6 
D. Slater, b L. Rice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
R. Hogan, c C. Anderson b J. Needs . . . . . 8 
C. Boyle, c K. Green b ? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
A. Dean, c A. Bayles b A. Tatchell  . . . . . . 16 
J. Foott, b R. Bath  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
J. Borden, c A. Tatchell b R. Bath  . . . . . . 30 
J. Woods, b R. Bath  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
S. Milne, b R. Bath  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
S. Lowry, not out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Sundries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
TOTAL (for 10 wickets)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 173 
Fall of wicket: 6, 36, 51, 64, 112, 114, 116, 146, 

153. 
Bowling: B. Griffiths 1/36 (7), T. Reekie 

1/28 (8), J. Needs 0/24 (6), N. Nanayakkara 
1/28 (6), J. Donnellon 0/12 (1), R. Bath 5/29 
(7), A. Tatchell 1/12 (3).

Wimmera-Mallee Cricket Scoreboard 
proudly sponsored by 

Wilken Group 

The free guide can be eas-
ily stored in your tinny or 
tackle bag and includes all the 
information fishers need to 
stay in line with size and bag 
limits to keep Victoria’s 
world-class fisheries in great 
shape for years to come.  

Victorian Fisheries Au-
thority (VFA) Acting CEO 
Luke O’Sullivan said the free 
VicFishing app and web-
based version of the guide 
also meant fishers could have 
information in the palm of 
their hand while out on the 
water. 

Changed Rules 
“The 2025 guide includes 

changed fishing rules includ-
ing the full protection of Mac-
quarie perch throughout 
Victoria, removal of the Mur-
ray cod closed season from 
several waters, black bream in 
the Gippsland Lakes and re-
vised limits for sea urchins 
and cockles,” he said. 

“These amendments al-
ready appeared in the smart-
phone app and web-based 
versions of the guide, which 
are updated more frequently 
throughout the year. 

Size Limits 
“Having the guide by your 

side means if you’re by a river 
somewhere you can identify 
the fish you’ve caught, know 
what the size limits are and 
how many you can keep if 
they’re biting. 

“It also includes informa-
tion about recreational li-
cences, staying safe when 
diving, rock fishing and boat-
ing and what types of gear 
you can use – all of which 
contribute to healthy, sustain-
able fisheries in the long run. 

Funding 
“The guides are funded by 

the reinvestment of recre-
ational fishing licence fees 
and complement a range of 
other free tools including 
plastic rock lobster and 

abalone measures, freshwater 
and saltwater fish length ruler 
stickers and more.” 

Mr O’Sullivan said the 
free VicFishing app had been 
downloaded more than 
100,000 times since being re-
leased in 2015 and is now 
available in the Karen lan-
guage as well as English, 
Cantonese and Vietnamese. 

“Karen refugees are one of 
Victoria’s fastest growing cul-
tural groups and we know 
fishing holds a great deal of 
importance to many Karen 
people,” he said. 

“The 2025 Chinese and 
Vietnamese guides will be 
available very soon and, 
alongside the app, help us bet-
ter connect with these pas-
sionate fishing communities.” 

Printed copies of the guide 
are available free of charge at 
most bait and tackle shops, 
many tourist information cen-
tres, and some service stations 
that sell fishing gear.  

For Your Summer Adventures...

Land a Free Fishing Guide
Victorian anglers can reel in the 2025 Recreational Fishing Guide, 

available free from hundreds of outlets including bait and tackle shops. 
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The race program con-
sisted of 9 races, and some 
lucky members had races 
named in their honour. 

To make a better day for 
the club, two trainers for the 
Charlton training centre had 
winners. Michael Gadsden 
won with No Emotion and 
Tori Hutchins with Celestial 
Zodiac. Both winners were 
driven by Luke Dunne, also 
from Charlton. 

The win of Celestial Zo-
diac made it four wins in suc-
cession. January was a good 
month for Tori with six race 
wins. 

On the Track 
Trevor Ralph has a very 

impressive trotter at the 
moment. Blackrange Glory 
had always shown ability but 
had his tricks. Transferred to 
the Michael Bellman stable, 
with a small gear change has 
now won his last three starts. 

Trainer-driver Aaron Dunn 
from Horsham is a fairly reg-
ular attendee at the Charlton 
meetings. He had three horses 

race on Friday for two wins 
and one second placing. 

The two winners were 
Wild Ideal and Jilpanger 
Rose. Both of these horses 
were part-owned and bred by 
Helen Friend. The bloodlines 
as mentioned in the column, 
are amazing. The win of Jil-
panger Rose was very good 
considering it had not raced 
since August. It had plenty of 
mid-race pressure and won by 
a clear margin, running in a 
good time. 

Bloodlines 
Over many years I have 

mentioned the importance of 
the bloodlines of horses. Last 
Friday there were four win-
ners with amazing mares or 
grand-dams which have pro-
duced plenty of winners. Wild 
Ideal and Jilpanger Rose are 
both out of the mare Wild 
Radish. This mare has only 
had the two foals, both win-
ners. The grand-dam was 
called Dreamworks, which 
won nine races, but the 
progeny is unreal. She had 

eleven foals, of which 10 won 
races for a total of 67 wins.  

Blackrange Glory has won 
its last three races for Trevor 
Ralph; also has some very 
good breeding. From the mare 
Gloriadon, which had two 
foals go on to race, both win-
ners. The grand-dam was 
Glory Lass which had seven 
foals, six of which won races 
for a total of 46 race wins. 

Sassyola, by winning the 
Beth Dillon Pace, broke the 
$200,000 prizemoney barrier 
at Charlton. Her dam Jack-
ieola had only four foals to 
race, all of which have won 
races. The total number of 
race wins is an amazing 58. 
The grand-dam was Maudola 
which only had three foals to 
race, all winners, for a total of 
95 wins. One of those was 
Sokyola, which won 78 races 
with nearly $1.9 million in 
prizemoney.  

Other winner on the day 
had good bloodlines, but these 
were standouts. 

Coming Up  
Charlton, this Friday. 

Charlton Harness Thanks Its Members
(By Peter Hibberd) 

Last year the Charlton Harness Racing Club had in excess of 700 
members, which is amazing considering the current financial climate. Last 
Friday night, the club thanked a very big group of those with an evening 
of draws, drinks, a barbecue, music and a lot of fun. 

•  Owner, trainer and driver Aaron Dunn with owner Helen Friend and Wild Ideal after its 
win in the “Sparra” Cossar Maiden race. Both Aaron and Helen completed a double later 
in the day with Jilpanger Rose.

•  The second winner for the Charlton trainers. This time, trainer Tori Hutchins and driver Luke 
Dunne with their winning pacer Celestial Zodiac. This horse has won its last four starts; this is 
a very rare feat. This win completed a double for Luke.

•  Winning driver, Luke Dunne, winning trainer Michael Gadsden and Charlton member, 
Kim Thompson after the win of No Emotion in the Kim Thompson Pace.

• One of the most competitive races of the day. El Boston, driven by Jack Laugher defeats Bruised 
Ego (inside), driven by Ellen Tormey and out wide, Curyo Gentleman, driven by Michael Bell-
man.

Road Neglect Costs Lives
The Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) says Victorians are paying 

for years of roads neglect with their lives as regional Victoria’s road toll 
soars more 156 per cent compared to the same time last year.

VFF President Brett Hosk-
ing said the state of regional 
Victoria’s roads is a major 
contributing factor to the 
tragic toll and has called on 
governments to urgently fix 
the issue. 

“The tragic reality is 
you’re more than three times 
likely to lose your life when 
driving on country roads 
when compared to driving in 
the city.” 

“Rural Victorian roads 
have sadly claimed 23 lives 
this year, representing a 156 
per cent increase on the same 
time last year. These aren’t 
just statistics, it’s our friends, 
family and loved ones,” Mr 
Hosking said. 

“Enough is enough. Gen-
uine questions must be asked 
about as to what contributing 
factors are behind the acci-
dents and there’s no doubt the 
state of country roads is a 
huge factor.”  

Mr Hosking has called on 
all levels of government to ur-
gently address major funding 
shortfalls to rectify our coun-
try roads. 

“Over the past year, 
government spending on 

resurfacing and resealing 
roads has dropped by a whop-
ping 81 per cent. That only 
condemns our roads to ruin 
and sadly that’s now a reality. 

“Drivers are expected to 
maintain road worthy cars. 
It’s time for cars to drive car 
worthy roads to ensure drivers 
aren’t playing a daily game of 
roads roulette. 

“With a federal election 
looming, there’s no better 
time for our leaders to step up 
and commit to genuinely fix-
ing this mess. 

“We’re calling on all levels 
of government to urgently ad-
dress the state of our crum-
bling regional roads for the 
sake of our safety.”
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Jason Abbott by 11 shots over 
Lynne Southwell and to Bill 
Rodger by 9 over Ken North 
enabled Country Club to carry 
the day, 10 points to 2. 

Pressure On  
Donald Golf 

Donald Golf’s chances of 
participating in this season’s 
Division 2 finals series took a 
hit against ladder leader Wed-
derburn, which won two rinks 
for an overall winning margin 
of 15 shots. 

Lance Standfield’s quartet 
staged a meritorious second 
half revival to come from be-
hind against George Wood for 
a 3-shot victory. 

John Grant’s crew was 
more methodical in its ap-
proach, and continued to build 
up a substantial lead over 
Lindsay Borden’s team, even-
tually winning by 27 shots. 

Shane O’Shea’s rink led 
from start to finish against 
Wedderburn’s Ian Hall, and 
despite one wrong bias from 
the skipper, prevailed by 15 
shots to pick up 2 points for 
the home team. 

Golf dropped out of the top 
four as a result, and needs to 
perform well next Saturday to 
have any chance of returning 
to the final four. 

Wycheproof dominated 
Donald to the tune of 77 shots 
and banked all 12 points on 
offer, when Paul Connolly de-
feated Bill Hegarty by 26 
shots, Rob Grylls accounted 
for Beryl Milne by 36, and 
Matt Nicholls had the better 
of David Romeo by 19. 

St. Arnaud moved up into 
the top four and into premier-
ship calculations with an all-
the-way win, albeit by just 9 
shots, over Boort. 

Lloyd Goddard enjoyed 
the biggest winning margin, 
by 7 shots over Greg Smith, 
while Kerryn Dyke had to set-
tle for a 1 shot margin over 
Kelvin Ritchie, in a nail biter, 
with a similar margin decid-
ing the game between Lau-
rence Goodwin and Joan Earl. 

St. Arnaud Country Club 
firmed up its place in the top 
four, defeating Charlton by 31 
shots, but will need to repeat 
the winning performance at 

Wedderburn next Saturday to 
ensure it takes part in the 
finals action. 

John Needs’s rink ac-
counted for Greg Wain’s lot 
by 16 shots, and Arnold Bond 
had a day out at Wayne 
Roberts’s expense, the margin 
being 21 shots. Chris Webb 
was Country Club’s only los-
ing rink, down to Doug Finlay 
by 6 shots. 

Details: 

Division 1 
Donald Golf 79-10 d. 

Wedderburn 68-2. 
Daniel Pettifer 25 d. Laurie 

Witham 20, Peter Hibberd 20 
lost to Allan Jackson 30, 
Geoff Rigby 34 d. Damien 
Mason 18. 

St. Arnaud 74-10 d. 
Boort 64-2. 

Ashley Dyke 25 d. Kevin 
Depiazza 22, Steven Zsig-
mond 26 d. Shayne Morris 17, 
Terry McSwain 23 lost to 
Laurie Maxted 25. 

 
Wycheproof 72-2 lost to 

Donald 76-10. 
Aaron Mead 22 lost to 

Peter Kelly 23, Grant Allan 27 
lost to Norm Hollis 32, Jono 
Grylls 23 d. Hunter Wingfield 
21. 

St. Arnaud Country Club 
76-10 d. Charlton 60-2. 

Bill Rodger 29 d. Ken 
North 20, Trevor McDonald 
23 lost to Kevin Willey 27, 
Jason Abbott 24 d. Lynne 
Southwell 13. 

Division 2 
Donald Golf 70-2 lost to 

Wedderburn 85-10. 
Lindsay Borden 16 lost to 

John Grant 43, George Wood 
20 lost to Lance Standfield 
23, Shane O’Shea 34 d. Ian 
Hall 19. 

St. Arnaud 63-12 d. 
Boort 54-0. 

Lloyd Goddard 26 d. Greg 
Smith 19, Kerryn Dyke 16 d. 
Kelvin Ritchie 15, Laurence 
Goodwin 21 d. Joan Earl 20. 

Wycheproof 117-12 d. 
Donald 40-0. 

Paul Connolly 43 d. Bill 
Hegarty 17, Rob Grylls 44 d. 
Beryl Milne 12, Matt Nicholls 
30 d. David Romeo 11. 

St. Arnaud Country Club 
92-10 d. Charlton 61-2. 

John Needs 28 d. Greg 
Wain 12, Arnold Bond 43 d. 
Wayne Roberts 22, Chris 
Webb 21 lost to Doug Finlay 
27. 

• Continued from page 16.

• One of Donald Golf’s new bowlers this year is Debbie Adams. This is her first year of 
playing Saturday Pennant.

• A long time member of the bowls family is Lindsay Borden. Originally played for Watchem 
has been a long time member of Donald Golf.

 

NORTH CENTRAL PENNANT BOWLS 
Positions of Teams, after round 13 

DIVISION 1 

                                             P         W          L          D        Bye        F           A        SD         %     Pts 
St. Arnaud                           13           9          3           1           0       957       717       240      133     114 
Donald Golf                         13         10          2           1           0       929       745       184      125     114 
Wedderburn                        13           9          3           1           0       934       785       149      119     102 
Wycheproof                         13           6          6           1           0       870       767       103      113       84 
St. Arnaud Country Club     13           5          7           1           0       801       892        -91        90       69 
Donald                                 13           5          7           1           0       781       961      -180        81       65 
Boort                                    13           4          8           1           0       825       861        -36        96       62 
Charlton                              13           0        12           1           0       678     1047      -369        65       14 

DIVISION 2 

                                             P         W          L          D        Bye        F           A        SD         %     Pts 
Wycheproof                         13           9          3           1           0       966       663       303      136     116 
Wedderburn                        13           9          3           1           0       949       770       179      123     107 
St. Arnaud                           13           7          5           1           0       893       760       133      117       92 
St. Arnaud Country Club     13           8          4           1           0       887       787       100      113       91 
Donald Golf                         13           7          5           1           0       854       833         21      102       88 
Boort                                    13           4          8           1           0       791       874        -83        90       52 
Donald                                 13           3          8           1           0       625       968      -343        74       47 
Charlton                              13           1         11           1           0       644       954      -310        67       31 

Peter Kelly Wins 
Day for Donald

It was going to be a hot day so the leadership decided to play early with 
a 9.30 a.m. start at Wycheproof. 

Norm Hollis with Lindy 
Morgan, John Howley and 
Ian McEwen got the jump on 
an excellent, fast running A 
Green, versus the Grant Allan 
team. Well in front after the 
break, on the 15th end, they 
were 25-7, but lost the plot 
briefly to lose 11 shots in the 
next 2 ends, to recover and 
then do another 8 shots in 2 
ends to be only one in front 
but won the last 3 ends to win, 
in the end 32-27 and finished 
well before the other two 
teams. 

Hunter Wingfield with 
Kelvin Adamson, Jack 
Collins and Trevor Farrer 
came home next against Jono 
Grylls’s lot and  had a close 

game all day. Wvche had a 
fair margin at the break 17-9, 
but Donald recovered well in 
the last half to finish 2 shots 
down at 21-23, which meant 
overall we were 3 shots up. 

Now  all eyes were on 
Peter Kelly’s four with Luke 
Kelly, Tom Gravestocks and 
Jim Meyer against Aaron 
Mead’s team, having a really 
close one all day and down 3 
shots on the last end and it is 
not going to be a draw! 
Wyche was holding  3 or so 
shots and all the pressure was 
on Peter. Now Peter, who is 
also an avid golfer and has his 
share of holes in one, has 
proved an excellent draw 
bowler. He  has avoided 

making many upshots but this 
time picked up the kitty 
square and followed it into the 
ditch, which  meant Aaron 
had to draw right to the lip of 
the green and he failed to do, 
giving Donald a 4 shot win, 
two rinks to one and 8 points 
to 2 

This follows a mid-week 
win on the Tuesday and  a 
Div. One win last time we 
played Wycheproof at home 
in November. 

Wyche Twos were far too 
good for our four, with many 
former Div One players in 
their team, but it was encour-
aging to have a couple new 
bowlers  join our lot.  

“Tiger in the Ditch” 

QUICK PUZZLE NO. 8163

ACROSS
  1. Creature (8)
6. Sage (4)
8. Cut (4)
9. French emperor (8)

10. Disorder (5)
11. Risk (6)
13. Game (6)
15. Projectile (6)
17. Scanty (6)
19. Month (5)
22. Drug (8)
23. Cat (4)
24. Button (4)
25. Fuel (8)

DOWN
2. Meal (5)
3. Storm (7)
4. Kick (4)
5. Gem (8)
6. Dance (5)
7. Curse (7)

12. Star (8)
14. Feat (7)
16. Wine (7)
18. Fast (5)
20. Buffoon (5)
21. Fruit (4)

C C O 8163

“Times” Crossword

• Solution next issue.
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Donald-Jeffcott Sets the Standard

• Jimmy Duxson sends down a delivery with the scoreboard showing a conservative rate 
prior to the later fireworks.

In the battle between Wimmera-Mallee cricket’s “A” grade leaders on 
Saturday, Donald-Jeffcott made a less-than-impressive start before  
recovering to post one of the biggest totals of the round.

Winning the toss and elect-
ing to bat, second-placed 
Marnoo broke through with 
two early wickets, only to see 
Donald-Jeffcott in control for 
the rest of the innings, which 
built rapidly to an impressive 
7/258 from its 40 overs. 

Central to this outcome 
were middle-order batters 
Daniel Atkins, 73, and Lachie 
Jones, 69 not out, while others 
among the runs included Will 
Noble and Eddie Landwehr, 
31 each, Nick Atkins 25, and 
Koby Westerland 12. 
Marnoo’s multiple wicket-
takers were Ben Newton 3/53 
(8). Cooper Reading 2/47 (7), 
and “fill-in” 2/33 (5). 

In reply, main contributors 
for Marnoo were Jack McAl-
lister 27, Stuart Lang 26, Ben 
Newton 21, and Nic Baird 12, 
but the total was restricted to 
116, largely because of Eddie 
Landwehr’s bowling figures 
of 5/32 from his 8 overs. 
Daniel Atkins also took 2/32 
(8), Luca Rice 2/22 (8), and 
Cooper Anderson 1/8 (2.2). 

Sensational figures of the 
round were those of Birchip’s 
Jonty Randall, whose 6/19 
from 8 overs were largely re-
sponsible for Southern Mallee 
Giants being dismissed for 64 
in 23 overs. Riley Doran also 
claimed 2/7 (4), while Rylee 
Smith and Connor Lee also 
picked up a wicket each. 
Birchip then took just 13.1 
overs to hit the front at 66, 
losing 3 wickets in the pro-
cess. Leading the way were 
Will Marks 40 not out, and 
James Paley 11 not out. 

It was “Saints alive” at 
Anzac Park, Warracknabeal, 
where St. Arnaud’s decision 
to bowl first was welcomed 
by St. Mary’s. Leigh Somers 
remained not out, just 4 short 
of a century, while Nick Ger-
mano contributed 41, Bailey 
Watts 37 and Nathan Priest 
23, in an impressive 7/227. 
Five St. Arnaud bowlers 
shared the wickets, with Jacob 
Patching taking 2/37 (8), and 
Kynan Torney 2/29 (5). St. 
Arnaud’s batting fell well 
short at 122, after Jacob 
Patching had scored 32, Ned 
Gorrie 25, Jayden McCartney 
13, Colin Crooks 11, and Brad 

Williams 10. Leigh Somers 
rounded out a superb all-
round performance with 3/28 
(8) for St. Mary’s, while 
Brodie Dennes also took 2/9 
(6) and Bailey Watts 2/30 (8). 

“B” Grade 
Score of the day went to 

Charlton on its home wicket, 
against St. Mary’s. Contribut-
ing to the imposing 4/301 
were vice-captain Billy Sex-
ton 79 not out, joint captains 
Patrick Soulsby 63 and Hugh 
Sait 45, and Sujeesh Sveekala 
46 not out. Sharing the wick-
ets for St. Mary’s were Lin-
coln Westerland 2/42 (7), and 
Matt Hartnett 2/40 (5). Back-
ing up its memorable batting 
performance, Charlton then 
followed up with a bowling 
barrage, dismissing St. 
Mary’s for 40, in 23.2 overs. 
Sean Smith 16, and Lincoln 
Westerland 12 were the only 
double-figure scorers. Elliott 
Fitzpatrick started the batting 
collapse with 3/5 from 3 
overs, followed by 3/9 (4) by 
Patrick Soulsby, and 2/5 (3.2) 
from Ethan Soulsby. Patrick 
Sait and Angus Soulsby also 
joined in the wicket-taking. 

A 136-run partnership by 
Dale Shannon, 87, and cap-
tain Kybe Bellinger, 58, set 

Southern Mallee Giants on 
the path to a total of 5/185 at 
Birchip. Parker Hallam also 
contributed 16. “Fill-ins” 
shared the first three wickets 
to fall, while Joel Emonson 
also took 1/32 (6). Birchip’s 
reply began impressively, 
with Mark Trollope scoring 
43, “fill-in” 37, “fill-in” 18, 
and Jack Knights 13. From 
then on, however, the innings 
fell right away, ending at 138. 
Doing most damage for the 
Giants were Kybe Bellinger 
4/40 (8), and Finn Shannon 
2/6 (2). 

For Donald-Jeffcott, Ryan 
Bath had more than a hand in 
his side’s success at Watchem. 
With the bat, he scored 47, 
and with the ball, 5/29 (7). 
Other notable scorers for 
Donald-Jeffcott were Sam 
Postlethwaite 74, Anthony 
Tatchell 38, and Jack Tellef-
son 25, and the total climbed 
to 284. In the circumstances, 
Austin Dean’s 6/40 were 
memorable bowling figures. 
Against the odds, Birchip 
opener Ty Colbert’s innings of 
71 was a remarkable effort, 
but even with Jam Borden 
adding 30, Austin Dean 16, 
and Daniel Slater 10, the in-
nings ended well short at 173. 

• Lachie Jones was in fine form for Donald Jeffcott with 69 
not out.

• Another boundary for Donald-Jeffcott’s Dan Atkins. Nic Baird is Marnoo’s ’keeper.

Leaders Consolidate

• Wedderburn bowler Ian Holt delivers his bowl watched by team mates and his opposition 
on the next one wonders what Daniel Pettifer is doing. 

St. Arnaud outpointed 
Boort 74 to 64, while Golf 
finished 11 shots ahead of 
third placed Wedderburn and 
also pocketed 10 points. 

The highlight of the round 
was Donald’s unexpected vic-
tory over fourth placed 
Wycheproof, the visitors win-
ning two rinks to one and en-
joying a 4-shot winning 
margin. 

St. Arnaud Country Club 
returned to the winners’ list 
defeating Charlton by 16 
shots. 

Geoff Rigby’s rink pro-
vided Donald Golf with a 
game winning buffer when he 
accounted for Damien 
Mason’s charges by 16 shots. 

Daniel Pettifer also pre-
vailed in what was a tight 
contest against Laurie 
Witham, the final margin 
being 5 shots. And in what has 
become a regular clash of the 
titans between Donald Golf’s 
Peter Hibberd and Wedder-
burn’s Allan Jackson, the lat-
ter carried the day this time 
round, by a margin of 10 
shots. 

The combination of skip-
pers Peter Kelly and Norm 
Hollis, who defeated Aaron 
Mead and Grant Allan respec-
tively, by margins of 1 shot 
and 5 shots, was sufficient to 
counteract Wyche’s one win-
ning rink, Jono Grylls over 
Hunter Wingfield by 2 shots, 

to provide the Donald club 
with another big scalp for the 
season and plenty to cele-
brate. 

St. Arnaud accounted for 
Boort by 10 shots overall, 
Ashley Dyke downing Kevin 
Depiazza by 3 shots and 
Steven Zsigmond outpointing 
Shayne Morris by 7. Terry 
McSwain was the club’s only 
losing skip, going down to the 
wily Laurie Maxted by 2 
shots. 

St. Arnaud Country Club 
only suffered one loss over 
the three rinks when Trevor 
McDonald lowered his 
colours to Charlton’s Kevin 
Willey by 4 shots. Wins to 

St. Arnaud and Donald Golf, the top two teams on Division 1 of North 
Central Playing Area’s pennant bowls ladder, secured comfortable round 
13 wins to strengthen their grip on a second semi-final berth. 

• Continued on page 11.
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